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The Phenomenon of Sun Perpendicularity in The Archaeological Church of
the Archangel Michael in Kafr Al-Deir And its Investment in Tourism.

Naima Mohamed Ibrahim

Lecturer — Tourism Guidance Department
El-Pharana Academy for Tourism and Hotels.

Abstarct:

This research deals with the phenomenon of the sun perpendicularity to the archaeological
Church of Archangel Michael in Kafr Al-Deir in Minya Al-Qamh, Al-Shargia Governorate, due
to the great importance of this phenomenon from the historical and touristic perspectives.
Although it was discovered nine years ago it was not paid attention to or invested in tourism,
like what happens with the same phenomenon in Ramesses Il Temple in Abu Simbel, south of
Aswan, no attention has been paid to the church, which in addition to receiving the unique
phenomenon, is an archaeological place that contains many important archaeological and
touristic components Which deserves to be noted and invested.

Hence, this study was divided into two sections, The first is the theoretical framework for the
study, in which we will discuss the place and times of orthogonality (sun perpendicularity) on
the church and the steps to verify the phenomenon by the professors at the Astronomical
Research Institute. Then we will talk about how to employ the phenomenon of orthogonality to
Revitalize tourist attractions of the church itself, which contains many archaeological
Collectibles, with a brief discussion of these important artifacts.

As for the second section, it is the practical framework for the study, it relied on several visits to
the church and its archaeological area, studying this area, and asking several questions to the
study community through survey forms. As a result, for these survey forms, the strengths and
weaknesses that should be addressed in order to transform the church into a tourist destination
could be identified. Accordingly, several recommendations were issued directed to several
parties, namely: recommendations to reform the infrastructure and improve services were
directed to the governmental sectors in the governorate, and others directed to the Tourism
Promotion Authority in Al-Sharkia Governorate, and others to the Ministry of Antiquities and to
tourism companies in order to include the church in their tourism programs. In the end, Some
recommendations were directed to the educational authorities responsible for tourism in Egypt to
pay attention to this phenomenon, which indicates the ingenuity of the Egyptian engineer, and to
add the church as a landmark and a tourist destination and place it on the Egyptian tourist map,
which will have a positive impact on tourism in this region in particular and Al-Sharkia
governorate in general.
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